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EXPLANATION OF THE SEALS 

Ruille-sur-Loir 

The background is a chequered pattern of blue 
and silver. The blue represents the Blessed Virgin, 
the silver with black ermine, the emblem of Brit- 
tany; the two combined represent the ideal of the 
religious life proposed by the Breton founders. 

The cross, formed of anchors and tinted red, 
typifies the virtues of Father Dujarie: the cross, 
his faith, the anchors, his hope, and the red of 
the cross, his charity. Centered on the cross is the 
little chapel in gold, Little Providence, the source 
of all the houses of the Institute. 

The holy names of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
point to the chief patrons of the Sisters of Prov- 
idence. The motto, Deus providebit, "God will 
provide," is the cry of faith uttered by Abraham 
at the sacrifice of Isaac, and is the watchword of 
confidence in Divine Providence. 

Saint Mary-oj-the-Woods 

A shield divided vertically in halves with the 
field of the dexter half (the left of the beholder) 
blue, showing in the center a poplar tree on a 
hill or terrace in natural colors, with a Latin cross 
on either side of it, and above it a radiant star 
with the first letter of the name of Mary, — these 
devices in gold. The field of the sinister half (to 
the right of the beholder) is gold, and shows 
three eaglets in blue with open wings, and beak 
and talons of red. 

Explanation: The sinister half shows the arms 
of the family of Mother Marie Madeleine du 
Roscoat, the Foundress of the Sisters of Prov- 
idence at Ruille-sur-Loir, France. The three eaglets 
represent the Holy Trinity, the motto of the du 
Roscoat family being, "To the Triune God alone 
honor and glory." The dexter half represents 
Saint Mary-of-the- Woods: the star, charged with 
the letter M in blue is an emblem of the Blessed 
Virgin, Stella Matutina, under whose benign 
influence, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, represented 
by the tree, places all its hopes of growth and 
prosperity. The Latin crosses are emblems of the 
Redemption and Catholicity. The crest is the 
Count's coronet of the du Roscoat family, and the 
motto, "Virtus cum Scientia," is the one chosen 
of old by Mother Theodore, Foundress of the 
Sisters of Providence in America. 
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Convent of Ruille-sur-Loir 



RUILLE-SUR-LOIR, 1806-1956 

1806 — Foundation of the Sisters of Providence at Ruille- 
sur-Loir by Rev. J. F. Dujarie 
1811 — Building of the first chapel 

1820 — Entrance of Aimee Lecor, first known as Sister 
Cecile, later as Mother Marie 
Mother Marie Madeleine du Roscoat, first superior- 
general 
1822 — Building of the Mother House at Ruille 

Composition of the Prayer of Reunion by Father 

Dujarie and Mother Marie Madeleine 
Death of Mother Marie Madeleine 
Election of Mother Marie Lecor 
1823 — Aug. 18. Anne-Therese Guerin enters the novitiate 

and is given the name Sister St. Theodore 
1826 — Nov. 19. The Sisters of Providence by royal decree 

are legally established in France 
1831 — Apr. 20. Separation of the Sisters of Providence 
from Brothers of St. Joseph by order of Bishop 
Caron 



1834 — Msgr. Bouvier becomes Bishop of Le Mans 

1835 — Mar. 19. Cornerstone laying of first chapel 

1838 — Feb. 17. Death of Father Dujarie 

1839 — Enlargement of Mother House and building of a 
boarding school at Ruille 

1840 — July 12. Six Sisters, with Sister Theodore as su- 
perior-general, leave to make a foundation in 
Indiana 

1854 — Dec. 29. Death of Msgr. J. B. Bouvier in Rome 

1858 — Sept. 1. Consecration of the convent church by 
Bishop Nanquette 

1848 & 1870— During the Revolution of 1848 the Sisters 
cared for the wounded soldiers in the hospitals 
in their vicinity, and also during the Franco- 
Prussian War 

1870 — Apr. 21. Celebration of the golden jubilee of 
Mother Marie 

1873 — Sept. 2. Transfer of the remains of Father Dujarie 
from the cemetery of Holy Cross to the mortuary 
crypt of the chapel at Ruille 
Oct. 29. Death of Mother Marie 

1880 — Jan. 6. First intimations of religious persecution in 
France 

1881 — May 27. Final approbation of the Constitutions of 
the Sisters of Providence of Ruille-sur-Loir 

1889 — Mar. 21. Celebration of the 100th birthday of Sister 
Modeste Morel, one of the venerable Sisters who 
who entered the first Providence in 1816 
1899 — June 17. Unjust taxation laws were imposed on Re- 
ligious Communities and met with passive re- 
sistance. The Mother House at Ruille was seized 
and put up for sale by the Government. No 
purchaser appearing, Canon Renard bought the 
property, restored its use to the Sisters but could 



not give legal ownership. Mother Marie-Julien 
promised an annual Mass of thanksgiving in 
honor of the Sacred Heart, an annual procession, 
and the erection of a statue when time would 
permit 

1897 — Foundation in Limbourg, Belgium 

1899 — Erection of a new Novitiate at Ruille-sur-Loir 

1900 — Foundation of the Convent of the Sacred Heart at 
Maidstone, England 

1901 — July 1, The Law of Associations passed in France 
against Religious Communities 

1902 — Foundations in Lincoln, and Durham, England 

Foundations in Limbourg, Heer, and Wolder in 
Holland 

July 15. All Communities ordered to close schools 
and retire all members to mother houses 

Dec. Twenty-four of the schools closed were re- 
opened by secularized Sisters; 89 schools re- 
mained closed 
1903 — Novitiate opened in Holland 

1906 — Aug. 15. Quiet celebration of centenary of the 
Community. Plenary indulgence granted by the 
Holy Father 

1907-1913 — Opening of hospitals, clinics and nurseries 
with permission of the government 

1914 — Aug. 4. Nursery opened at Ruille with permission 
of the Government. The Sisters offer the board- 
ing school as a hospital to Department of 
Health 

Aug. 18. Sisters care for refugees in Holland and 
Belgium. The French Government presents a 
medal for distinguished service to the Sisters of 
Providence 



1915— Oct. 30. Modified Constitutions approved by law 
restrict Sisters to hospital and charitable works, 
but prohibit teaching 

1921 May 21. Transfer of the remains of Mother Marie 

Madeleine from the family vault at Plehedel to 
the chapel of St. Michael, Ruille, where they 
are placed in the wall 

1922 Aug. 15. Centennial of Grande Providence, the 

Mother House 

1923 Jan. 26. Restoration of the Mother House to the 

Sisters of Providence by a donation of Canon 
Hubert. The donation was sanctioned by law 

1926 Apr. 7. Foundation made at Maarheeze, Holland 

1933 — May 24. Cornerstone laying of the Chapel of the 
Sacred Heart built in thanksgiving for pres- 
ervation from dissolution of the Community 
threatened in 1899 
1935 — Sept. 8. Solemn consecration of the Chapel of the 
Sacred Heart by His Excellency, Msgr. Grente, 
Archbishop of Le Mans 
1938 — July 16. Solemn celebration of the centennial of 
death of Father Dujarie. Reunion of members 
of the communities founded by the good priest 
1939.1945 — Sisters in France, England, Holland, and Bel- 
gium, care for wounded soldiers 
1940 — Sept. 3. The French Government abrogated the law 

forbidding religious to teach in France 
1942 — Sisters were permitted to wear the religious habit 

in the schools 
1944 — June-Sept. Sisters Juliette, Baptiste-Joseph, and St. 
Gabriel killed at their posts during the Allies' 
bombardment 
July 12. The Mother House at Ruille severely 
damaged during the bombardment 
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1948 — Apr. 4. Publication of Histoire de la Congregation 
de RuiHe-sur-Loir by Rev. J. F. Alric, S.J. 

Apr. 26. Sisters of Providence leave Marseilles to 
open a hospital at Colombo, Ceylon 

1953 — Sept. 8. Reception of the Holy Habit at the re- 
cently-opened novitiate in Lincoln, England. This 
was the first clothing ceremony held in any re- 
ligious house in Yorkshire since the time of the 
Reformation 

Dec. 8. Novitiate opened in Ceylon with the accept- 
ance of two young Singhalese women as postu- 
lants by the Sisters of Providence 

1953 — His Excellency, Msgr. Grente, Archbishop of Le 
Mans, created Cardinal by Pope Pius XII 

1953-1954 — Sister Veronique and Sister St. Mesmin, 
through the initiative of the Catholic deputies, 
were decorated by the government and designated 
as "Officers of the Academy" for fifty years of 
service as Christian educators 

1954 — June 6. The Sisters of Providence attend the Na- 
tional Congress of Religious held at Paris under 
the direction of His Eminence Cardinal Feltin 

1955-1956 — Year offered in honor of St. Joseph to thank 
for his protecting care for 150 years 

1956 — J u ly 26, 27, 28. Joint celebration at Saint Mary-of- 
the-Woods, Indiana, of Sesquicentennial of 
RuiHe-sur-Loir, and the Centennial of Mother 
Theodore's death 
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SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, 1840-1956 



1840 — Oct. 22. Mother Theodore and five Sisters make the 
foundation 

1841 — July 4. Saint Mary's Institute opens 

1842 — Oct. 2. Fire destroys farm house, barns, and the 
granary 

1843 — Mar. 5. Private celebration of Forty Hours estab- 
lished in perpetuity. First recorded celebration in 
the United States 
May 1. Mother Theodore and S. M. Cecilia sail 
for France to ask for financial aid. 

1846 — Jan. 12. Charter of incorporation granted by the 
State of Indiana. First Catholic institution for 
the higher education of women in Indiana 

1856 — Jan. 31. Death of Sister St. Francis Le Fer de la 
Motte 



1856 — May 14. Death of Mother Theodore Guerin 

1858 — Feb. 22. Little Providence, the nursery of the Com- 
munity, burns to the ground 

1863 — June 4. First procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Corpus Christi 

1864 — Jan. 14. Removal of remains of Mother Theodore 
from the grave near St. Ann's to the grave in 
the center of the new cemetery 

1874 — Apr. 10. Privilege of First Friday Communion 
granted at St. Mary-of-the- Woods for the first 
time 

1878 — Mar. 7. Appointment of Dr. Chatard of the Amer- 
ican College, Rome, to succeed Bishop de St. 
Palais 

1880 — Mar. 4. Permission for Midnight Mass on Christ- 
mas Eve received from the Holy Father. This 
privilege had been generally restricted in 1878 

1881 — Jan. 16. First procession in honor of the Holy Face 
Dec. 12. Death of Sister Mary Joseph Le Fer de la 
Motte, the greatest loss to the Community since 
the death of Mother Theodore 

1885 — June 7. Corpus Christi procession held for the first 
time in 1863, and then discontinued, was re- 
sumed on this day 

1886 — August. Mission opened at St. Philip's, Chicago, 
afterwards called St. Mel's. First notable expan- 
sion of Community 
Sept. 14. Cornerstone of the present church laid 

1887 — Sept. 8. Novices invested with the white veil for 
the first time 

1888 — Nov. 24. First Thirty Days' Retreat and Second 
Novitiate 

1889 — Feb. 7. Providence, built by Mother Theodore, 
destroyed by fire 



1890 — Sept. 1. Community occupies the present Providence 
Convent 

1891 — Dec. 8. Dedication of the new church 
1892 — Mar. 22. Coal discovered on our property 
1894 — Mar. 12. Final Approbation of our Holy Rules 
1894 — June 11. Woodland Inn begun 
1898 — Oct. 21-22. Blessing and opening of the newly- 
remodeled Academy 
1901 — Dec. 1, Inauguration of Rosary bands on Retreat 
Sunday 

1902 — Nov. 18. Mother Mary Cleophas and Sister Mary 

Alma leave for Ruille, Lourdes and Rome 
1904 — Apr. 30. Property purchased in Washington, D.C., 

for the future Immaculata 
First copies of Sister M. Theodosia's "Life and 

Lifework of Mother Theodore Guerin," are 

received 
1907 — Apr. 4. Stations of the Seven Dolors erected in 

crypt of church 
Oct. 23. Consecration of church by Msgr. Falconio, 

Apostolic Delegate, and blessing of the altars 

by visiting bishops 

Dec. 3. Translation of remains of Mother Theodore, 
Sister St. Francis Xavier, and Sister Mary Joseph 
from cemetery to the vault in crypt 

1908 — Jan. 4. Procession on eve of the first Sunday of 
month is established 

Dec. 5. Preliminary meeting for the Informative 
Process of Cause of Mother Theodore 

1910 — Dec. 2-8. Blessing and installation of bells in 
church tower. The Angelus rings for the first 
time on the 8 th 

1912 — Apr. 30. Cornerstone of Guerin Hall laid 
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May 23. Cornerstone of Conservatory of Music laid 

1914 — June 10. Perpetual Exposition of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment inaugurated by Mass said in the crypt by 
the Most Rev. Francis Silas Chatard, Bishop of 
Indianapolis 

1919 — Sept. 8. First clergy retreat held at Saint Mary-of- 
the-Woods 

1920 — June 7. Cornerstone of new Exposition Chapel laid 
today 
Sept. 29. Bishop Tacconi, of Kaifeng, Honan, 
China, takes with him to China six volunteer 
Sisters: Sister Marie Gratia, Sister Mary Patricia, 
Sister Clare, Sister Eugene Marie, Sister Mary 
Elise, and Sister Winifred Patrice 

1921 — June 4. Ground broken for the erection of Le Fer 
Hall 
Dec. 8. — First publication of The Bugle Call, 
our missionary magazine 

1922 — Apr. 25. Blessing and opening of the new infirmary 

1923 — Oct. 15. Dedication of Le Fer Hall by His Excel- 
lency, the Most Rev. Pietro Fumasoni-Biondi, the 
Apostolic Delegate 

1924 — July 31. Military requiem Mass sung in our ceme- 
tery for the six Sisters who served as war nurses 
during the Civil War. Headstones supplied by 
the U. S. Government were put in place 
May 19. Exposition Chapel is consecrated by the 
Most Rev. Joseph Chartrand, Bishop of Indiana- 
polis, and Perpetual Adoration transferred from 
the crypt to this chapel 
Sept. Permission granted for daily Benediction 
throughout the year 

1925 — Confraternity of Our Lady of Providence estab- 
lished at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 



1928 — Feb. 11. New grotto of our Lady of Lourdes 

blessed today, and Mass offered there by Rt. Rev. 

Msgr. Rawlinson 
1930 — Sept. Providence Juniorate established 
1937— Oct. 16. First Meeting of the Catholic College Art 

Association held at Saint Mary-of-the- Woods 
1938 — Nov. 2. Canonical erection of the outdoor Way of 

the Cross 

1939 — Oct. 22. First of the commemorative markers erected 
today at Foley Hall. It marks the site of the first 
Church at Saint Mary-of-the- Woods 

1940 — Jan. 22. Opening of the Centennial year by a 
Pontifical Mass celebrated by His Excellency, 
Joseph E. Ritter, D.D., Bishop of Indianapolis 
Oct. 20-22. Centennial celebration 

1943 — Jan. 6. Chapel of Relics removed from first Tile 
Hall to small oratory near the Exposition chapel 

1943 — June. The Sisters remain on the missions this sum- 
mer as travel is restricted by government request 
June 16. News from Sister Agnes Joan, Chinese 
Sister, tells us that our Sisters are in a Japanese 
concentration camp at Weihsien 

1944 — Nov. 2. Congregational singing of Requiem Masses 
begun today 

1948 — Aug. 22. The "Pilgrim Virgin" statue of our Lady 
of Fatima is brought to Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
for an overnight stay 

1948— The Sisters are evacuated from China to Formosa 

1950 Feb. 15. Mother Marie Helene and Sister Francis 

Joseph are the first of a number of Sisters who 
will visit Rome during the Holy Year of 1950 

1951 — Mar. 8. Building begun of a new high school in 
Clarksville, Indiana, to be owned and operated 
by the Sisters of Providence 
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Apr. 3, 4, 5. The venerable remains of Mother 
Mary Cleophas were exhumed and prepared for 
deposition in crypt. After the deposition the 
entrance to Mother's vault and also that of her 
sister, Sister Aloysia, whose remains had been 
exhumed in 1911, were cemented into place 

1952 — Feb. 19. RCA equipment installed in church and 
in each room of the infirmary, the gift of Mr. 
Frank Folsom, president of RCA. First used on 
May 9, 1952 

Mar. 25. Installation of the three-ton Statue of the 
Immaculate Conception in the niche in the facade 
of the church 

May 2. Mother Marie Helene and Sister Catherine 
Celine return from Washington by air. This is 
the first time this mode of travel has been used 
by the Sisters of Providence in U.S. 

Aug. 9-3 — Eleven Sisters attend the First National 
Congress of Religious held at Notre Dame. The 
Superior-General of the Sisters of Providence 
(Mother Marie Helene) was one of the six 
Superior-Generals named by Rome to organize 
and prepare for the Congress 
1953 — Apr. 4. Easter Vigil held for the first time accord- 
ing to new rubrics 

July 9. Announcement that the Holy See has formed 
a committee of 40 Mothers General to oversee 
the work of the Congresses, the Institute for 
Higher Studies, etc. The Superior-General of the 
Sisters of Providence named as one of the three 
Communities having mother houses in America 

Oct. 17. Notification that the Holy See has ap- 
proved asked for changes in the Rule. Permission 
given on March 16, 1953, but notification lost 
in transit 



1954 — Oct. 14. Visit of the Apostolic Delegate, His Ex- 
cellency, the Most Rev. A. C. Cicognani 
Dec. 10. Sister Rose Angela and Sister Loretta 
Therese arrive from Rome. They announce ap- 
pointment of Msgr. Emidio Federici as Postu- 
lator of Mother Theodore's Cause 

1955 — Mar. 18. Rosary Hill destroyed by fire 

Dec. 6. Meeting of the Cardinals of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites who passed favorable judg- 
ment on the continuation of Cause of Mother 
Theodore 

1956 — Feb. 19. The Holy Father signs the decree for the 
Introduction of the Cause to the Apostolic Process 
May 14. Centenary of Mother Theodore's death. 
A copy of the DECRETUM was placed in the 
vestibule of the Church so that all may pray for 
the beatification of our venerated Mother 
July 26, 27, 28. Joint celebration of the sesqui- 
centennial of the foundation of the Sisters of 
Providence in France, and centenary of the death 
of Mother Theodore Guerin. Sisters Gabriel 
Marie and Maria Joseph come from Ruille to be 
present at this celebration. Pontifical High Mass 
celebrated by His Excellency, the Most Rev. Paul 
C. Schulte, Archbishop of Indianapolis, and ser- 
mon by Rt. Rev. Abbot Columban, O.S.B., St. 
Benedict, La. 



